


























CARGO TRANSFER PROCEDURES 

CHEM CARRIERS L.L.C. 

TRANSFER FROM BARGE TO DOCK 
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Barge CCL 32 
 

PARTS 1.        PRODUCTS TRANSFERRED 

33 CFR 155.750 (a) (1) (i) 
This vessel is certificated for the carriage of grades “A” and 
lower Sub-Chapter (D) and (O) Products. It has also been 
certified to carry vapor products. Reference Certificate of 
Inspection. 

PARTS 2.    DESCRIPTION OF CARGO TRANSFER SYSTEM 

33 CFR 155.750 (a) (2) (i) (ii)  

The cargo transfer procedures apply to all Chem Carrier L.L.C. 
owned or leased tank barges. In most cases other than series 
built barges, the cargo piping arrangement is usually slightly 
different on every barge, and for this reason, the piping 
diagram must be studied before loading or discharging a barge. 
The basic concept for loading and discharging is fairly 
standard depending on the location of the pump.  

A. (Reference the piping diagram for transfer system          
        arrangement.) 

B. PROCEDURES FOR THE CONTAINMENT SYSTEM 
33 CFR 155.310 (a) (1) (iv) 
33 CFR 155.750 (a) (2) (iii)   

   
    1).  The containment pans are equipped with a drain for the 
          removal of slops to shore facilities: 
         NEVER DRAIN THE CONTAINMENT TANKS ONTO THE DECK. 
    2). CCL 32 is equipped with a separate containment area for 



the cargo trunk top and the forward deck area. Each containment 
area is equipped with drains and scupper plugs. Plugs should be 
installed prior to cargo transfer and removed after the cargo 

transfer is complete. PIC should notify Chem Carriers when 
containment areas need cleaning or if scupper plugs need 
replacing. Never Drain Product captured in containment area 
overboard. 
 

PARTS 3.      PERSONS ON DUTY DURING TRANSFER 
 

33 CFR 155.750  (a) (3) 

Number of persons required on duty during transfer operations: 

 A. At no time during the transfer operation will be less 
than one responsible person on duty.  The certified 
tankerman assigned shall be in charge and responsible 
for the safe transfer of cargo. 

PARTS 4.              PERSONS IN CHARGE 
 
The tankerman (person in charge) is responsible for transferring 
cargo and carrying out related operations on board in an 
efficient, safe, and pollution free manner. The tankerman 

whether employed by the towboat, owner, operator, a shore 
tankerman service, or Chem Carriers L.L.C., shall comply with 
all Coast Guard, State and local regulations.  Tankerman’s 
responsibility shall include but not be limited to the 
following: 

A.  To have on his/her person a valid merchant marine document 
endorsed as tankerman, certified to handle the grade of cargo to 
be transferred. 

B.  Make a thorough inspection of the barge prior to the start 
of transfer operation. 

C. To have proper connection of the grounding cable. 
D. The vessel’s moorings are adequate to hold during all 

expected conditions of surge, current, wind, tide, ect., 
and lines are long enough to allow for surge, tide, wind, 
changes in draft ect. 

E. Proper hose sizes, lengths, support, and connections. 
F. The condition of fire extinguishers and required number. 
G. The person in charge of transfer operations on the 

transferring vessel or facility and the person in charge of 

transferring operations on the receiving vessel or facility 
agree to begin the transfer operations. 

H. The transfer operation between tank barges and dock 
facilities should be lighted between sunset and sunrise to 
comply with the U. S. Coast Guard regulation pertaining to 
the displaying of lights on barges as required by Title 33. 

I. The PIC (PERSON IN CHARGE) will be responsible for the DOI 
(declaration of inspection) and DOS (declaration of 
security). 

J.   Always maintain communications with dock or shore personnel 



with an agreed upon approved system. 

PARTS 5:               EMERGENCY SHUTDOWN 
33 CFR 155.750 (a) (6) 

THE EMERGENCY SHUTDOWN IS LOCATED NEAR THE CENTER OF THE 
BARGE. 

A. In the event of an emergency, transfer operations can be 
stopped by pulling the remote shutdown cable. 

 
B. Familiarize yourself with its location and operation prior 

to transfer. 
 

PARTS 6;             TOPPING OFF PROCEDURES 

  
33 CFR 155.750 (a) (7)  

In the process of topping off, tanks should be loaded at 
different levels to top off one at a time. Extra care should 
be taken to avoid over pressuring the connections, and hoses 
by closing valves against the receiving line. Since barges and 
facilities vary in their systems, no standard for topping off 

exist, but the following should be considered: 

A. The closing of one tank increases the rate of flow to other 
tanks on the same line. 

 
B. Always consider temperature and cargo in accordance with 

the amount of expansion that should be allowed. 
 
C. Always maintain communications with dock or shore 

personnel. 
 

D. A set of dipstick overfill devices have been installed on 
the CCL 32. Dipsticks can be made operational by releasing 
the covers or caps. Dipsticks should be used as a visual 
aid for overfill protection. 

PARTS 7:             COMPLETION OF TRANSFER 
 

33 CFR 155.750 (a) (8) 

Upon the completion of the transfer all pipelines should be 

drained into cargo tanks. The header valve used during the 
operation should then be closed, sealed off with a blind 
flange and shore personnel should seal lines and hatches on 
vessel. 

PARTS 8:              REPORTING CARGO SPILLS 
33 CFR 155.750 (a) (9) 

Should an accidental discharge of product occur, you should 
consider the following: 



A. Locate the source of the spill and try to stop it, if 
possible, and safe to do so. 

B. Make an attempt to contain the product if possible. 

C. Notify the Coast Guard. The national Response Center       
        at 1-800-424-9300. 

E. Notify Chem Carriers L.L.C. at (225) 642-0060  
F. If loading, transfer the cargo from the leaking tank       

 to an adjacent tank or back to the dock if safe to do so. 
G.If discharging, pump the product from the leaking           
       tank as quickly as possible if safe to do so. 
 

*When reporting a spill, the tankerman should provide the 
following information:  

A. Name (his or her) 
B. Name of Company: (employed by;(contracted by;    

C. Name of Barge. 
D. Spill Location      
E. Specify Product. 
F. Estimate Quantity of Spill 
G. Weather, Tide, Sea and Current Conditions. 
H. Cause of Spill. 
I. Action Being Taken to Contain and Stop Spill 

 

PART 9                    CLOSURES ON VESSELS  
    Upon completion of cargo transfer operations, all tank 
hatch covers, ullage covers, and gauging device covers shall be 
dogged down and secured. In addition, the vent drain valves, if 
installed, should be secured and left in the proper position. 
All drain valves should be closed, and drip pan covers, if 
installed, should be made up tight. Covers for void spaces, bow 
and stern compartments shall be secured at all times and checked 
for tightness. Closing devices on clean-out hatches and clean-
out opening should be checked, especially when the barge is 
loaded. 

PART 10                     PRODUCT DATA 

See specific MSDS sheets provided with these procedures. 

 
In case of any other emergency, immediately shut down and notify 
the transferring facility, and Chem Carriers L.L.C. (225) 642-
0060   24 Hour Line. 

 

PART 11 

VAPOR CONTROL PROCEDURES 
 
This is a guide only and is not intended to replace experience, 
sound judgment, and a proper assessment of the task at hand. 

The tankerman on duty is the acting Designated Person In Charge 
(PIC) and is responsible for cargo transfer operations and 



carrying out related operations on barges. 

 
1. Vapor Recovery Transfer Maximum Rate is 2300 BBLS/HR for 

subchapter “D” Cargoes and 2400 BBBLS/Hr for subchapter 
“O” Cargoes. 

1.1 Transfer rates, which exceed these maximums, must be 
approved by Chem Carriers. 

1.2 Transfer rates for each cargo tank should not exceed the 
maximum transfer rate. 

2. Pre-transfer Inspection For Vapor Recovery Operations 

2.1 Follow the procedures outlined below in addition to the 
procedures utilized during normal transfers: 

2.1.1 Wear personal protective equipment (PPE) as needed for the 
cargo in the barge when testing P/V and, hooking up hoses, or 
draining low points. 

2.1.2 Ensure that a Certificate of Vapor Tightness is onboard 
and valid. 

2.1.3 Close the low point drain on the port/starboard vapor 
header, if applicable. 

2.1.4 Close the low point drain near the vent stack, if 
applicable. 

2.1.5 Close valve to the vent riser if applicable. 

2.1.7 Blinds used for the vapor control manifold should have a 
hole to accommodate the ½” stud located in the vapor header. 

2.1.8 Each cargo tank is fitted with a liquid level gauge stick. 
 Remove the cap, raise the stick, This stick can be monitored 
visually to avoid overfilling. 

2.1.9 Ensure that the last one meter (3.3 feet) of vapor piping 
before the vapor connection is painted red/yellow/red. 

2.1.10 The cross-header should be stenciled with the word 
“VAPOR” in black letters at least 2’’ high. 

2.1.11 The vapor connection flange should be fixed with a 1” 
long by 1/2” diameter stud projecting outward from the face of 
the flange, midway between bolt holes. 

2.1.12 The high level alarms/shutdowns are installed near the 

center of each cargo tank. Dock alarm/shutdown should be 
connected prior to loading, and plugs located near the forward 
end of the barge Port and Starboard should be labeled 
“ALARM/SHUTDOWN SENSOR.” High level alarms are set to alarm at 
90% of the cargo tanks capacity and Shut downs are set to shut 
transfer down at 95% of each tanks capacity. 

2.1.13 Ensure that the P/V relief valve flame screen, if 
required, is in place and in good condition prior to testing. 

2.1.14 Ensure that the facility has a Letter of Adequacy 



endorsed as meeting the requirements of 33 CFR Subpart E.   

 

 

 

 

 

3. Vapor Piping 

3.1 The PIC checks the vapor piping diagram. 

3.2 Characteristics of a vapor header: 

3.2.1 The vapor collection piping system on tank barges is 
permanently installed and located as close as practical to the 
loading manifold.  The piping system is electrically bonded to 
the hull and electrically continuous. 

3.2.2 The last one meter (3.3 feet) of vapor piping prior to the 
valve before the vapor connection is painted red/yellow/red.  
The red bands are 4” wide and the yellow band is 32” wide. 

3.2.3 The vapor header is stenciled with the word “VAPOR” in 
black letters at least 2” high. 

3.2.4 The vapor connection flange is to be fixed with a 1” by 
1/2” diameter stud projecting outward from the face of the 
flange.  This stud is located at the top of the flange, midway 
between bolt holes.   

3.2.5 When not in use, blank off the vapor headers using a blind 
flange with a bolt in every hole.  Each blind flange used on the 
vapor piping has a hole drilled to accommodate the pin. 

4. Inspection And Verification Of Vent Lines 

4.1 The Person in Charge performs the following steps: 

4.1.1 Checks the Certificate of Inspection on board the barge; 

4.1.2 Locates polymerizing or inhibited cargoes in the section 
of the COI marked Specific Hazardous Cargo Authority; 

4.1.3 Refers to the MSDS or Chemical Data Guide on board the 
vessel to determine what cargoes are subject to polymerization, 
or what cargoes are inhibited; 

4.1.4 Locates the MSDS for the cargo and determines its toxicity 

and whether or not it is a polymerizing or inhibited cargo; and, 

4.1.5 Notifies the Dispatcher and Field Supervisor when 
polymerization is suspected. 

5. Any problems with the Vapor Control system must be reported 
immediately to the person in charge and Chem Carriers. 
















